Autoantibodies to neutrophil granule proteins: pathogenic potential in vasculitis?
The discovery of circulating autoantibodies to neutrophil granule proteins (ANCA), which are present in a high proportion of patients with vasculitis, has revitalised both clinical and experimental research in this area. Although their antigen specificities and strong association with vasculitic diseases have now been established, the role of ANCA in the disease process is uncertain. This review is a brief outline of some of the clinical associations of ANCA, and describes interesting new avenues being taken in recent research which may provide an insight into how ANCA may contribute to vascular damage in patients with vasculitis.